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MODERN WORSHIP IN ROME.— No. II. 

SAINT ANDREW BOBOLA. 

On the 30th of October, 1853, the Metropolitan Cathedral 
of St. Peter's, at Rome, was the scene of a grand and im- 
posing ceremonial. On that day, as wc learn from the 
Tablet newspaper, of the 17th of December List, "upwards 
of six thousand tapers studded the vast surface of the apse 
of St. Peter's, like so many stars, or rather constellations ; 
for multitudes of them, in that vast expanse, had he ap- 
pearance of but single lights. The form which the illu- 
mination took, was that of a monstrance, or reliquary, the 
centre of which was reserved for a. picture." There is, 
perhaps, no religious body of ancient or modern times 
which understands the ait of producing « scenic effect, or 
exciting strong emotion amongst large masses of people, 
bo well as the Church of Koine. Thepicture, of which tlic 
writer in the Tablet speaks, was kept judiciously concealed 
from public view, until a particular period of the ceremo- 
nial, doubtless for the purpose of stimulating the curiosity 
of the speetatois, anil adding to the interest of the scene. 
At length, the covering of the picture was suddenly with- 
drawn ; and, in an instant, wc are told, " the vast assem- 
blage, who assisted at the ceremonial, were on their knees. 
At the same moment, a double choir pealed forth the 
l Te Deum,' which was accompanied by a discharge of 
cannon from the neighbouring fortress of St. Angelo." 
One circumstance alone was wanting to crown the events 
of the day, and to stamp upon them the solemn sanction and 
approval of Romish infallible authority — namely, the pre- 
sence of Pope Pius IX. But this defect was but momen- 
tary ; for the writer in the Tablet takes care to inform us, 
that " in the afternoon there entered the Church the Holy 
Father, accompanied by his cardinals and chamberlains, 
to pray before the picture." 

But what was the cause of all this state and ceremony ? 
Whom, or what, did the picture represent ? Whence arose 
the necessity for this vast expenditure of wax- light and 
gunpowder ? The Russians we know, sang a " Te Deum" 
after blowing up the Turkish ships .it Sinope; but to 
ordinary people, the admixture of double choirsand " brazen- 
mouthed" cannons (as they are called by the Tablet) ap- 
pears somewhat incongruous. In the ancient, pure, and 
apostolic times, wc know that St. Paul was very anxious 
that "all things should be done decency and according to 
order" (1 Cor. xiv. 40) ; but we think that, had he seen 
the six thousand tapers, and heard the roar of thecancons, 
he would have rubbed his eyes and said — " Is this the 'rea- 
sonable service' which I enjoined eighteen centuries ago, 
in my Epistle to the Church of Rome?" 

We fear our readers would bo a long time in guessing 
the cause of all the strange demonstrations to which we 
have ulludcd ; and we do not like to keep them any longer 
in suspense. Be it known then, that on the day aforesaid, 
according to the Tablet, " a new member was added to 
the celestial company — a new patron, friend, and intercessor 
was given to the Church on earth." In short, the ceremony 
in question was " the Beatification of Saint Andrew Bohola." 

But here a new difficulty starts np. Some of our 
readers, who are innocent of any deep acquaintance with 
the mysteries of the Romish martyrology, may be tempted, 
m their ignorant simplicity, to ask, What is a Beatitica- 

■ °tli -rl th ' S P ° int ' '' must ** confussod ' ' hat tne writer 
in the Tablet doe3 not speak with the accuracy and pre- 
cision that might be desired. He tells us, indeed, that 
the Beatification of a Saint is " the climax of an anxious 



process, and the beginning of a new devotion;" but he 
leaves us altogether in the dark upon the nature or origin 
of this " anxious process ;" nor does he condescend to 
inform us why the devotion to be offerred to a newly-made 
saint should bo ushered in with thousands of wax-lights, 
and the roar of the cannon of St. Angelo. 

For ourselves, we will candidly confess, that when we 
were informed, on such unquestionable authority, that a 
Beatification was " the climax of an anxious process," we 
felt a lively interest to learn something more upon a sub- 
ject so strange and mysterious. The writer in the Tablet 
tells us that he was an eye-witness of the whole proceeding ; 
and, therefore, we expected some clear and accurate infor- 
mation from such a trustworthy source ; but, as we went 
on, our expectations were sadly disappointed. " The cere- 
monial of a Beatification," he writes, "is as impressive as 
it is simple and natural. It just embodies one's scattered 
ideas of what it ought to be." What the ceremonial 
ought to be, however, this writer does not think fit to toll 
us. It appears to have embodied his own "scattered 
ideas ;" and, indeed, wo do not wonder that the noise of 
the cannon and the glare of the wax-lights should have 
scattered the ideas of most of the spectators. Whether such 
accompaniments can be properly described as " simple and 
na ural" in a solemn religious ceremony, is more than we 
will take upon ourselves to affirm, although wc are willing 
to admit, upon the testimony of the Tablet, that this ap- 
pears to be the modern fashion of performing sacred cere- 
monies in Rome. 

Leaving, therefore, the writer, whose remarks wo have 
quoted, to collect his " scattered thoughts" as he best can, 
wc proceed tor give our readers all the information within 
our reach, with regard to the new saint, Andrew Bol>6la, 
accompanied by a few remarks on tie origin of saintly 
beatification, ■ and the objections to which suolt a practice 
is liable. 

After a careful examination, we cannot discover any 
trace of the canonization of saints until the beginning of 
the ninth century. Eight hundred years ran their ample 
round, and left the Christian Church ignorant of the im- 
posing ceremonial which now stamps the impress of Papal 
infallible authority upon the supposed intercessory powers 
of a new saint. "It is not certain," savs the Roman 
Catholic writer, Ferraris, " who was the first Pope who 
canonized saints. Many hold that the first canonization, 
solemnly celebrated, was by Leo. III., in the year 804."* 
The Church of Rome claims to be immutable, as \Vell as 
infallible; but how far the introduction of a new and 
solemn act of saintly canon : zation, which, according to her 
own authors, was unknown for eight hundred years, is con- 
sistent with such claims, we leave our impartial Roman 
Catholic readers to determine. 

Let us now come to Father Bobola. From the account 
in the Tablet, he appears to have been a Polish Jesuit, 
who fell a victim to the fury of some members of the Greek 
Church, in 1657. The object of his murderers was to 
wring from him a renunciation, not of Christianity, but 
"of the Holy See." Failing in this attempt, they put 
him to death, with circumstances of great cruelty. 

It is far from our wish or intention to cast the slightest 
disrespect on the memory of any person who lays down his 
life in defence of what ho conceives, however erroneously, 
to be an essential doctrine of the Christian faith. Wc know, 
however, that false religions have had their martyrs, as 
well as Christianity; and, unless we are prepared to 
pass a verdict of indiscriminate eulogy upon the Hindoo or 
Mahomedan, as well as the Christian martyr, we must 
consider the truth of the doctrine for which the supposed 
martyr lays down his life. This is the only test which can 
be applied to such cases, if we wish to arrive at a sound 
ami impartial conclusion. 

Now, even according to the account of the Tablet, 
Bobola was not asked to deny any of the essential tenets 
of the Christian faith. He died, it would appear, in de- 
fence of the honour of the See of Rome. This may be a 
very natural reason why the Pope and cardinals should 
now be anxious to confer u,ion his memory all the honour 
in their power to bestow ; but it is no reason whatsoever 



• Nun cerlo constat .quisnam foerit primus Summos Pontifex, qui 
soleuuiiter Canonizatioiiem Sanctorum celebraverit. Nam multi 
t nenr, quod prima (Jaiioiiizalio suleiuniter celebrata fuerit a Leone 
ill., AD. S04.— Ferraiis Biul. Prompt. Vencratio Sanctorum, Turn, 
vii., j 19, p. 269. Itonon., 1188. 



(why Christians, all over the world, should be called upon 
to address their prayers to this new-found mediator. The 
honour of any See is closely connected with the character 
of the individual who occupies it; and, if wc remember 
right, the name of the Pope, in 1657, was Alexander VII., 
an arbitrary and overbearing pontiff, of the stamp of Hilde- 
brand. Had the Pope been Alexander VI., would Bobola 
have deserved credit for defending the honour of a See 
filled by such a monster of iniquity ? 

But when we examine more closely into the account 
given of the death of Bobola, it would^appear that no small 
share of doubt rests on the whole transaction. We 
are informed by the Tablet that a few years ago an 
honest Dominican friar was sent by the Pope into 
Poland, to pick up what stray facts he could learn with 
regard to the history of the so-called martyr. He must 
have been a bold man to have ventured into the jaws of 
the ferocious Emperor Nicholas, in defence of the character 
of a democratic Polish saint. He did not escape un- 
punished, however, for the Emperor sent him into exile for 
life. We hope, that when the proper time arrives, the 
worthy Dominican father will himself receive the honours 
of canonization, which he was the means of procuring for 
Andrew Bobola. 

Nothing daunted by the dangers before him, the Domi- 
nican set to work vigorously, in the execution of the task 
assigned to him, and look down the depositions of two 
hundred witnesses, on which the Beatification was to be 
founded. But what was the result of his researches ? Let 
us hear tne frank confession ot the writer in the Tablet. 
" No cause ever triumphed over greater obstacles. It too* 
atliliat the most anxious search could do, to scrape together 
the requisite materials." This, then, is the kind of evidence, 
collected (rora hearsay, after the lapse of a couplo of centu- 
ries, on Hfc authority of which the Pope and Church of 
Rome now think fit to add a new saint to the long muster- 
roll of canonized intercessors ! 

Let us test the value of such evidence, by an example 
from ordinary life. Suppose that the Pope and cardinals 
were to take it into their heads to make a saint of Shaks- 
pcaro (we sliall presently see that worse saints have been 
prayed to), and that they decided on sending a Domi- 
nican friar to Stratford-ou-Avon, to take the depositions 
of two hundred witnesses, respecting the chief events of 
the life of that illustrious author — we ask, what would 
such evidence be worth ? ' Yet the only difference in the 
two cases is, that Shakspeare lived in the beginning, and 
Bobola in the middle, of the seventeenth century. 

A popular manual of Roman Catholic devotion is now 
open before us ; and in reading over the long list of saints 
to which prayers are directed to be offered, we arc irresist- 
ibly reminded of the complaint which the heathen writer, 
Lucian, in the second century, puts into the mouth of one 
of the pagan deities, respecting the vast increase in the 
number of gods and goddesses in his time. " A great 
number of foreigners," saith he, "as well Greeks as 
barbarians, who, without being in any wise qualified for 
our civic privileges, have found means clandestinely to get 
themselves enrolled in our register-book, and to arrogate 
to themselves the divine dignity, have so crowded heaven, 
that we are overstocked with a tumultuous rabble of people, 
collected from all quarters, of every nation, language, and 
tongue. And these intruders have insolently presumed to 
shove out the ancient and true deities from "tho first seats, 
and to scat themselves, contrary to all pro,' ricty and ancient 
usage, in their places, and claim precedency of adoration on 
the earth."* When a simple-minded Roman Catholic is 
directed to address his prayers to Saint Fabian, Saint 
Pantaleon, Saint Hcrmencgildus, Saint Apollonia, Saint 
Anastasia, Saint Scholastic.), in what respect is he much the 
wiser, than if he were told to pray to the man in the moon ? 
And yet, the saints we have mentioned are by no means 
the most obscure in the voluminous records of the lives of 
the saints. 

In the seventeenth century, the number of Roman 
Catholic saints was estimated, by one of their own authors, 
at between forty and fifty thousand. t How many of 

• Vide Luciani Opera. Tom lit, page 530. AiiimoI, 1748. 

+ Vide Cdlendarium Benedictinum, ad Dec. i6, upud tiibson, vol 
ili., p. 210. London, 1738. See also the testimony of Dr. Jackson — 
*• The order of St. Bennet (as rosy appear by a begging brief sent some 
few years out uf Spam hero into England by the provincial or general 
of that order) doth brag of liny thousaud saints, all Henna's disciple*," 
Jacksau'a wurks, vol L, p. 947. Loudon, 163 S, 
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these saints are genuine, and how many fictitious, wo 
have, of course, no means of determining. That some of 
these so-called saints never existed at all, can be proved 
from the testimony of I&oman Catlmlic writers ; we content 
ourselves, for the present, with the following extract from 
the eminent Romish ritnalisiVCassander — *' Thereis," saith 
he, "another error, not uncommon ; that neglecting, in a 
manner, the ancient anil known saints, the common people 
worship more ardently and diligently the new and 
unknown [is not this the very complaint that Lucian 
makes?], of whose holiness wc have but little assurance ; 
and some of whom are known to us only by revelation, 
insomuch that of several of them it is justly doubted, whe- 
ther ever there were any such persons in the world."* Those 
of our readers who remember the remarks which we 
ixdade in onr last number, on the history of St. Philoirena, 
wiJl readily perceive that the censures of the learned Cas- 
sander arc just as applicable in the nineteenth century as 
they were in the sixteenth. 

But even granting that any supposed saint was a real 
nun or woman, and not a fibulons myth, every earnest, 
honest-minded Roman Catholic, who is anxious that his 
prayers should not go astray, may naturally expect some 
answer to the further question — what assurance have we 
that this canonized mortal really is a saint? Is it not possible 
that very awkward mistakes may occasionally happen ? May 
not a Roman Catholic congregation address their prayers 
to a saint, as if he were in heaven, who, in reality, occu- 
pies a very different place in the world of spirits? 

It is obvious that this uncertainty, if it be not removed, 
must considerably impair the zeal of all rational worship- 
pers. We are sorry that we can promise onr Roman Ca- 
tholic readers'no help inthisdifficnlty. We once rend a story 
of a certain individual who was about to pray to St. Cuthbert, 
■when he suddenly bethought himself that, perhaps. St. 
Cuthbert was no true saint. This doubt sorely perplexed 
•his mind for awhile; and, at length, lie settled the matter by 
tjHrering np his prayer hypothctically — '• O Saint Cuthbert, 
rfYAou be a stint, prayfoi me" (si sanctussis,oraprome). 
TFerraris, indeed, tells us that many choice doctors hold that it 
Aran artielcof faith that a Pope cannot err in the canonisation 
Vf saints: f But it is obvious, from the way in which he 
Slakes this statement, that many other choice doctors 
think differently ; and thus it is quite clear that, in this so- 
called infallible Church, there is no certainty t;> be had in 
■ matter of such daily practical importance. 

When Cardinal Bellarminc was once asked how it hap- 
pened that there were so few cardinals in the catalogue of 
■wrote (sami), he wittily replied, "perehe vogliono 
esser santissimi" — i.e., " because they wish to bo- most 
Hufyt'J The elegance of the repartee can only be ap- 
preciated by an Italian scholar; but the meaning is, thai 
wjedesire of being Popes (that is, of bearing the title of Most 
■olyiPnther) prevents the cardinals (out of whom alone 
llle- Popes can be elected) from aiming at true holiness. 
"Hit! remark- of Belrarmine contained a severe satire upon 
the low intrigues and disgraceful cabals which the cardinals 
employed in order to be made Popes. But Bcllarm'mc's 
ancle, Pope MnrceHus II., went a good deal further than 
t!ris; for he is said to have remarked one day, as lie sat at 
table, " I do not see how those who sit in St. Peter's chair, 
r»ilbe saved. "§ Matters, it is to be hoped, have mondedsince 
■0K time of Pope Marccltus II. : but it does not seem very 
likely, to say the least of it, that these men who, according to 
tHe-opinion of one of their own members-, arc almost past the 
Jropc of salvation, can possess a very critical power of dis- 
criminating the merits or demerits of a candidate for the 
honours of canonization. 

Tlic danger we arc considering is by no means'nn imagi- 
nary one. We have the authority of Belkirmine himself 
tftat very unpleasant accidents have sometimes occurred 
in this very matter of saint-worship. He tells us, on the 
testimony of Suipicius, of the following remarkable oc- 
currence which happened to St. Martin: — This latier in- 
dividual had long entertained strong doubts of the pro- 
■pricty of the devotions offered by the people in his 
neighbourhood to a supposed saint. One day, when St. 
■"■nrtin was at his prayers, the ghost of this personage 
TOJcarcd to him, and frankly confessed "that he wasa 
attorned spirit ; that when alive, he had been a robber, and 
rtnar he had suffered death for his crimes by the hand of t lie 
•public executioner. "|| Nor was this a solitary instance ; 
for Bcllannine goes on to tell us that a similar occurrence, 
*Bppene*l' in the time of Pope Alexander III. We bv no 
means pledge ourselves to the truth of these stories ;" but 
■wc should like to know can the Church of Rome give any 
j»roof, beyond hcrown bare word, that all the fifty thousand 
mints, now on her catalogue, arc really in heaven? 

But, lastly, supposing' that Saint Andrew Bobola, and 

..'*? ** el Jlic eTTrtr 1,aud hifrsquene, qfrod vetertbu* et eftmpt-rti* 
■esketia |>ror-cmoaum aenleotis, novo* et' ineo«Ditus-vulgu»homliiuni 
unJentiua el impensius colut, <U quorum, wactiute obscurius constat, 
et nonnulli per rcvelHtiouca t ui'ium inhotuernnt, afrjue adto de qui- 

busdam an unquam In rerum natura fuerint, meriio dnbitatur cas- 

mwler, Cnmalt, p. 871. Parts, 1018. 

f "HmrplurtinlclnMid Doturesteacnt qoad aitde Ode, quod Papa 
•On poasit en-are non solum in canonizailone, sect etlam in beatiflca* 
tt»ne."_ Ferraris nt snpra, J IS. 

r Vtctc Bayte's Dtcrtonary, vol. iii., p. m. London, 1TSS. 
A '- Non «<ieo quomodo qui locom hone althnmam tenant ealrori 
fMaunt — Onophrida, IK Msrwtlo II., apad AnaUlan, HehwgB Cri- 
t»«*»de Lileratnre, torn, L, p. 319. Bayte ut smpra. 

•Orante Martlno, apparult awroeejua qui ibi ceMrakatur, eteoafena 
ajec, m anlmam daraoatam obm- latroaiacnijaadam, ani pro-aoia seeleri- 
•*«*»»t aappHoii poasMlMnt."— Betairtn, de Sajwt S«*«lt. lib. 
I. c, vli., torn, ii., p. 28*, «ok J», 1614^ ^^ ^^ 



his brethren, arc actually whero the Church of Rome says 
they arc, the most important, question of all arises, can 
they really hear the prayers, that are offered up to them f 
If they do not, then the prayers migjht just as well ho 
addressed to Jupiter, or Hercules, or any other- of the* 
fabulous gods of antiquity. The Church, of Roane, indeed, 
soys, that the saints hear the prayers of mankind, and the 
Council of Trent, as usual, pronounces a sweeping curse on 
all who presume to assert the contrary : but the point is, can 
the Church of Homo pram whntshc says? Can she adduce 
any Scripture command or authority for her doctrine ? Alas ! 
nothing of the kind. How, then, do Romish divines get 
over this difficulty? By a very ingenious theory, which 
would bo amusing, if the subject were not of such awful 
and momentous importance. Their theory is this. Some 
devout Roman Catholic, Paddy Murphy for instance, 
addresses a prayer to Saint Lawrence OToolc for some 
blessing that ho wants. Saint Lawrence cannot hear a 
word of the prayer : but, in some time alter (how long, 
the Romish doctors do not state;, God informs the saint, 
that Paddy Murphy has been praying to him ; and toils 
him, at the same time, the-substancc of the prayer. And 
thereupon Saint Lawrence intercedes with God on behalf 
of Paddy Murphy. Such is, without any exaggeration, 
the theory of Bishop Mdncr, and other eminent Roman 
Catholic writers upon this question.* We do not presume 
to set bounds to the omnipotence of God ; but, at the same 
time, we can have no reason for believing that God will 
exert his power, unless He box told us that he will do so ; 
much less ought we to make a bore possibility the ground- 
work of our prayers. 

That sinful man cannot draw near to a pure and holy 
God, without the intervention of a mediator, is a doctrine 
in which Protestants and Roman Offtholics, the Church of 
England and the Church of Rome, are fully and cordially 
agreed. Hut when the question arises, who this mediator 
is, then our differences begin. The Church of England 
takes her stand on the inspired authority of St. Paul, 
" There is one God, and one Mediator of God and man 
— the man Christ Jesus." — 1 Tim. ii. a. The Church of 
Rome, without any authority from Scripture, has intcr|>oscd 
angels, saints, and the Virgin Mary, between man and 
God. Now, if a man had to Cross a broad and rapid river, 
we ask our readers, would it be wiser for him to make use 
of one solid stone bridge, which has stood fur hundreds of 
years, or to trust himself to the frail and insecure support 
of tliousantls of reeds and rushes ? 

Is there any blessing which a Roman Catholic hopes to 
receive from saintly intercession, which the Lord Jesus 
Christ-has not promised to give to those who come to Him i 
Has he not said in the Gospel, " Whatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in my name, that will I do?"— John xiv. 13. 
Do wo distrust the love and eompassion of the Lord Jesus? 
But arc w« not bone of his bune, and flesh of.his flesh ?— 
Ephes. v. 30. Hits not St. Paul assured us, as if for the 
very purpose of removing all such doubts, " IVo have not 
on High Priest, who cannot have compassion on onr infir- 
mities, but one templed in all things like ns we arc, without 
sin. Let us go,, therefore, with confidence to- the throne of 
grace."— Heb. iv. 15. 

If we dare not say, in the face of such plain testimonies 
of Scripture, that any saint in heaven can prevail when 
Christ alone cannot; if we would be ashamed to own that 
we think any one can love us more dearly than He who 
gave himself for us, and redeemed us with His own most 
precious blood ; we ask again, what profit is it, that 
leaving this fountain of living water, we should run to the 
broken cisterns of the merits and intercession of our fcllow- 
ereatures, which can hold no water? 

We invite our Roman Catholic readers seriously to ask 
themselves, what notions they have of God, or what is their 
idea of prayer? Must they not acknowledge, if they think 
on the subject at all, that prayer is a solemn outpouring, of 
the heart to a superior being, from whose hand we expect 
the highest blessings; and whatever being is so addressed 
in prayer by any man, is, practically speaking, that man's 
god. It is useless to invent refined distinctions on this 
question. If a man had a hundred henrts, indeed, he 
might, perhaps, bestow one upon God, another on the Vir- 
gin Mary, and so on ; but this is not the case. Each man 
has but one heart, the whole of which God claims for him- 
self. " My son, give me thine heart," is thosoicmn demand 
of Holy Scripture— Prov. xxiii. 26. The best and highest 
affections of man's nature arc all too poor for our heavenly 
Father ; but whoever bestows a portion of his religious 
worship upon any created being whatever, be it saint or 
angel, or. the Blessed Virgin, robs God of that honour 
which is- due to him alone. "Offer to God the sacrifice 
of praise, and pay thy vows to the most high, and call 
upon- »e in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee and 
thou shalt glorify me."— Ps. xlix. 14, 15. In the face 
of such a solemn command as this, it is at our own deep 
ami awful peril, if we venture to address our prayers to 
any created .being whatever. 

Our remarks on this deeply-interesting subject have 
already, we fear, run on to an undue length ; bnt as we 
are anxious to show that the views we have stated are 
no novelties, but that they were held by the Church from 
the ewlwstv times, we beg to refer our readers to a distinct 
article, in our present number, on the Invocation of Saints. 

-• «oA it aUt ttrrmal to the saints the prajrera of Chrtetlaaa who 
•ddroai them here on ear*."— End of Ooatroverar, P- *"• Ifladon, 
tor.** 



DECRETAL EPISTLES:— No. V. 

SHOWING MOW GEN II INK DOCUMENTS HAVE BEEN COOKED 
AND ALTERED!. 

In our late numbers, we have shown what multitudes of 
forged epistles have been imposed upon the world, under 
the names of ancient Popes, and vouched for as true by 
Po)>es in after ages. We showed also the ruling object of 
all those forgeries — to establish the antiquity of the supre- 
macy of Rome. 

We propose, now, to show, very briefly, another and a 
more dangerous kind of deception which has been prac- 
tised on the world, from the same source, and for the 
same purpose — viz., the manner in which genuine docu- 
ments of antiquity have been altered and " cooked," to 
serve the purposes of the forgers. 

Every one who knows the history of railway account*, 
in the present days, knows what " cooking" means. It 
consists in putting into genuine documents and accounts 
various items which arc false; and putting them in in such 
a way that the generality of men cannot distinguish which 
are false and which true; so that, seeingthegrcatcrpart true, 
they are gulled into believing that the whole is true ; by 
which wicked practices multitudes of persons have been 
ruined. This is the way that the genuine documents of 
antiquity have been dealt with hy the Church of Rome for 
her own purposes. We call this more dangerous than 
forging whole documents, and whole bundles of docu- 
ments ; for this reason : — Few men are capable of 
forcing a whole document, from end to end, so that 
it shall escape detection. Something always creeps in 
which enables an acute examiner- to detect" the forgery. 
But it is very much easier, in copying out an ancient docu- 
ment, to put in some title, or sentence, or phr.tse, which 
serves a forger's purpose as well, and yet gives no such 
handle for detection of the fraud. 

Every one knows that the oldest copies wo now have in 
the world of ancient writings, are generally but copies 
made in the ninth century (that fruitful ago of forgery) of 
the original writings themselves. Many of these copies 
were made in the Popj's own library, or in those monaste- 
ries and churches in which the art of forgery was then so 
extensively cultivated. 

Of course those who forged whole documents, would not 
scruple to alter true and genuine documents (when they 
were copying them) to serve the same purpose of forgery. 
There are now in the world very few documents written 
before the ninth century, excepting ancient copies of 
the Scriptures ; of most other writings wc have only copies 
made in that great age of forgery. 

All scholars who have studied these documents know 
that the copies we now have are full of alterations and 
passages put into them by dishonest copiers, which i* Is 
now most difficult and often impossible tt» detect. 

Our bttslness is to show some instances of this; .md to 
show the purpose for which it was done ; and to put men 
on their guard against supposing that everything tlnsy 
meet with in a copy, made in the ninth century, of ait 
ancient writing, must needs be true and genuine. 

Here is our first instance : — In the fourth general coun- 
cil — the Council of Chalecdon — held in the year 451, a 
famous case was tried and decided. An Archbishop of 
Alexandria, named Dioseorus, one of the chief patriarchs 
of the Church at that time, was accused of heresy, and was 
condemned and deprived of his archbishopric; Pope Leo 
I. being one of his accusers. 

Among the epistles of Pope Leo I., wc find a letter, 
professing to have been written by Pope Leo to the b'shop9 
of France, after this trial took place; to which epistle is 
subjoined a copy of the sentence on Dioseorus,* sent to 
those bishops by that Pope for their information. This 
tetter and sentence is given by Pithseus, from a copy which 
he. got in the Abbey of Corbcy, in France, a place rather 
noted for tho manufactory of forgeries fur advancing the 
interests of the Church of Rome.f 

Now, it happens that we have also a copy of tffis same 
sentence in the acts of the Council of Chalecdon itself; and 
it is very interesting to compare that sentence, which we 
find in the acts of the council, with that copy whieh Pope 
Leo I. is 3aid to have sent to the bishops of France. 
There are important differences between them. 
In the sentence as it stands in the acts of the council, 
Dioseorus is described as avBtvrnaag, or, as it is translated 
in Labbe and Cossart, " praesamens sibi primatum ;" — that 
is, claiming primacy to himself; which words are omitted 
in Pope Leo's copy of the sentence. 

Again, in this sentence against Dioseorus, as it stands 
in the acts of the council, we find this laid to the charge of 
Dioseorus, that " he also ventured to pronounce an ex- 
communication against the most holy and most blessed 
Loo, Archbishop of great Rome." J 

Now, in the copy of the sentence which Pope Leo I. is 
said to have sent to the bishops of France, there is not 
one word of all this ; nothing there to show that Dios- 
eorus, of Alexandria, claimed primacy for himself ; nothing 

» Lxbtae and Con., vol. ill., p. 1,418, ep* Si. 
t Labbe and Cosa., vol. iv., p. in. 

X treX/uin it ttu axomuiraaun' firs-ropevenu K«r«t 
row uyuuraroii tai ooiuraroi Ap%ttxuiK»mi r»jc 
fityaXnf Fvfiqc Aewroc,. 

Pra? eumpsit eoim eteicoiamanicaKoaem dictare adrersna aaneuuv 
aiinum et beatisaimmn arcoiepiaeopum maatw Bomai Leonttn ■ -LabSt 
sad Cosa., voL iv., p. 435. 



